Intensified pulse polio immunization: time spent and cost incurred at a primary healthcare centre.
Despite launching the polio eradication initiative in 1995, India is among the world's largest reservoir of wild poliovirus with 559 cases of poliomyelitis reported in 2008. This continued failure has been criticised for its negative impact on routine healthcare delivery. We assessed the impact of the pulse polio immunization programme at the primary health level in terms of services, time and cost. All activities during a single round of intensified pulse polio immunization were modelled on actual requirements at the primary health centre at Dayalpur in Haryana. Total person-hours and cost per child vaccinated at the primary health centre were computed. Almost all routine healthcare services at the primary health centre were suspended during the round. Total person-hours consumed were 4446 and the total direct cost was Rs 24.2 per child vaccinated during a single round of the intensified pulse polio immunization programme. A single round of intensified pulse polio immunization consumes a substantial number of person-hours and leads to a temporary suspension of routine services provided at the primary health centre. This should be factored in while planning any future strategy of polio eradication or control and suggests the need to re-think the 'intensified pulse polio strategy'.